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fruit; take then the following observations  upon
those circumstances in particular.

First, I cannot come into that foolish notion, that
Noah did "not understand the nature of the vine, or
the strength of the juice, when the grapes were
pressed, and the wine ran out, and that he drank it
Ignorantly; I say, I cannot come into that opinion,
for Noah, who had no doubt preached against the
vices of the antediluvian world, and against drunken-
ness among the rest, must certainly know the use of
the vine, and the abuse of it too ; how else did he '
come to plant it at all, and to press the juice out for
drinking it at all ?

Gen. ix. 20. Noah begem to be an husbandman,
and lie planted a vineyard.

21. And he drank of the wine, and was drunken.

Secondly, It does not seem, that the time of
Noah's drunkenness was upon the pressing of the
grapes, or the pressing the first grapes of his
new plantation; it must certainly be a consider-
able time after his planting them, and after his
first making of wine. For though it is very pro-
bable that he planted the vines immediately after
the flood, and the text seems to intimate as much,
yet it is evident it must be many years after that,
when he fell into the snare of drunkenness. For
Canaan, who was then a man grown, was not born
at the coming out of the ark, and there must be at
least twenty or thirty years between that time and
the fact. For if Canaan had not been major, had
not been at man's estate, he would not in probability
have been cursed by his grandfather, as a principal
in the crime, as it is evident he was : for it does not
seem that he was cursed so particularly, as an ac-
cessary only, or for the mere offence of his father,
nor would it have been righteous in Noah, to have
done so. Bat as he is so warmly fallen upon, and